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To The Teacher 

The South Orange & Maplewood School District Social Studies Curriculum for grades 3-5 is 

developed and aligned to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies 

adopted by the New Jersey State Board of Education in 2009.  The document is intended to 

frame and guide teachers in the development of instructional design, working from a 

“standards view”, which is followed by unit planning information.  Unit outlines and lesson 

design information are found in a supplemental document created for teacher use.   

How to Use the Curriculum: 

 The NJCCCS for Social Studies include three distinct standards; 6.1 U.S. History; America 

in the World (Grades K-12), 6.2 World History / Global Studies (Grades 5-12), and 6.3 

Active Citizenship in the 21st Century (Grades K-12) 

 The document begins with a Statement of Purpose that encompasses Kindergarten 

through Grade 5.  This is followed by an excerpt from the NJCCCS Standards document 

that details the Social Studies Timeframe Table and the Social Studies Skill Table. 

  Program goals for Grades 3-5 are outlined by Unit.  These are constructed in the form of 

an Overarching Essential Question, Enduring Understandings, applicable Standards and 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPIs).  It should be noted that in addition to the NJCCCS 

for Social Studies, specific standards and indicators for the Common Core State 

Standards for English Language Arts are also included. 

 In order to strengthen the connection between Language Arts and Social Studies, a 

crosswalk was developed, that outlines the pacing and correspondence of Reading and 

Writing Units with Social Studies Units throughout the school year. 

 Teachers are also provided a frame of the application of literacy skills and strategies for 

reading and writing as they should be integrated into the teaching of Social Studies. 

 The organizational structure of the curriculum begins with a “standards view”.  The 

frame is based on the Classroom Applications Document (CAD) format provided by 

NJDOE and contains the following elements: 

o The Standard (6.1, 6.2, or 6.3) and Strand (A,B,C,D) 

o Essential Questions that are part of the NJCCCS 

o Enduring Understandings that are either taken directly from the NJCCCS, or are a 

summarization of the appropriate indicators related to the standard. 

o Content and Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPIs)  The structure of the CPIs for 

Social Studies include; 

 The Standard 

 The Grade Level by which the elements of the standard are to be learned 

(by the End of Grade 4, By the End of Grade 8) 
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 The specific Strand (A, B, C, D) 

 The Indicator (1,2,3,4…) 

  For example: 

6.1.4.A.2 

   

 

 Following the NJCCCS are appropriate CCSS for English Language Arts (Reading, 

Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Literacy) 

 The area titled Classroom Applications includes Instructional Guidance, Sample 

Assessments and Resources that may be used in the teaching of the specific content 

and CPI.   

 It should be noted that standards are not taught sequentially, nor are they taught 

independently.  One lesson or unit includes a variety of standards and CPIs.  This 

section of the document is intentionally designed to answer the question “What 

does this CPI look like during instruction, and how can I be sure I am teaching to the 

standards, not just covering topics?” 

 Following the “Standards View”, a Unit Overview by Grade is provided.  Once again, 

Enduring Understandings, Essential Questions, Content, Skills, and Assessment are 

considered, this time at the Unit level.  The NJCCCS CPIs specific to each particular 

unit are listed here as well.  Instructional Resources specific to each unit and Field 

Trip Suggestions can also be found in the Unit Overview. 

 Units by Grade Level are: 

o Grade 3 – Geography, Government & Economics, Native Americans and 

Moving West & Immigration 

o Grade 4 – Geography, Exploring New Jersey Past & Present, Growth & 

Industry, and A New Nation 

o Grade 5 – Exploration, Colonization, and Revolutionary War 

This document was designed to inform the “What” and “Why” of Social Studies instruction in 

Grades 3-5.  A supplemental document has also been constructed for teacher use, which 

includes additional unit and lesson detail, specific activities and additional resources.  These 

two documents are intended to be used together, in order to ensure that our students are 

provided a comprehensive and cohesive understanding of the required curriculum. 

Strand 

Indicator 

Grade Standard 
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